My War Memories, 1914-1918
regard to the tremendous importance I attributed to tho satisfaction of G.H.Q/s demands, wore it as proudly as my other decorations, even if with a certain melancholy. I was thinking of the working of the Auxiliary Service Law, which disappointed me more and more heavily as time wont on.
To obtain the necessary skilled workers for the increased production of war material, G.H.Q. had to draw heavily on the army, weakening the fighting forces correspondingly. In the winter of 1916-17 alone, 125,000 men were sent back home, to be returned to the army so soon as they could a^uiii he spared. I pressed persistently for arrangements to be made as rapidly as possible between the militaiy and the industrial world for the formation of a body of substitute skilled labour, and for Ihtt employment of disabled men and of women in surh work. It is true that a great deal was done, but nowhere was the energy shown that our position demanded.
In the end it came to this, that the exempted men formed a privileged class, and it was no longer possible to exercise any control over them.
The increase of our war industries no doubt brought enormous material reinforcement to the army, but it also cost us heavily —in man-power. The longer this situation lasted, and the greater the need of men became owing to the constantly increasing strength of the enemy, the more did (l.ILO. consider itself under a duty to the country, the army, and each individual soldier fighting at the front, to insist .on the men :it homo really working hard, No more men could be withdrawn or withheld from the army. The fall in labour output, which could not be wholly explained by external circumstances, and the strikes, were phenomena which directly impaired the country's fighting capacity in the highest degree. They were a sin against the man at the front, and also, according to the Courts, acts of high treason against the country. Lacking a lead from the Government, infatuated and misled by agitators, a section of' the German working class has precipitated their country, their fellows, and themselves, into incalculable misery. It will always bfc a terrible indictment against them.
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